MINUTES OF STANFORD DINGLEY ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
HELD ON
Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 7.30pm in the Club Room, Stanford Dingley
	Present:
	Cllr. Edward Hanrahan (Vice Chairman); 
Cllr. Ash Bucknell;
Cllr. Stuart Logan;
Cllr. Tim Rudd;
Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk); 
District Cllr. Chris Read; 
Ten Parishioners.



The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending.
	1.
	Apologies for Absence.
Apologies of absence were received from Cllr. Fullerton, Chris Dent, Triston Elder and Oli Brooke.                  

	2. 
	Approval of the Minutes of the Assembly held on Tuesday 23rd April 2024.
The minutes of assembly on Tuesday 23rd April 2024 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

	3.
	Report from Stanford Dingley Parish Council (SDPC).
Cllr. Hanrahan thanked all parish councillors, District Cllr. Read and everyone who had contributed to life in the parish.

	4. 
	District Councillors Report (District Cllr. Chris Read).
District Cllr. Ward reported that he has been running surgeries in the Club Room in Stanford Dingley on the 2nd Saturday of every month from 9am to 11am. 
Over the year he has secured a WBC Members Bid for the trim trail at Bucklebury Primary School.  Written reports have been submitted for each parish council meeting.  Two surveys have been carried out across the ward covering: waste services, potholes, gullies, verges and speed limits.
Speed is a concern in Stanford Dingley and it was questioned how SID could be deployed in the parish.  The parish has template letters from the “20s Plenty” campaign group.  The average speed outside Meadowside is between 25 and 26mph in both directions.
WBC has appointed a new CEO – Joseph Holmes.  He was previously the WBC finance director and was appointed by a cross-party panel.
There will be a vote on the Local Plan at the full WBC council meeting on 10th June.  Thatcham Town Council, Midgham PC and some private individuals have instructed a KC directly.  It is questioned what extra services are to be included in NE Thatcham.  Provision for doctor’s surgeries is known to be included, but it is unclear how this will be delivered.  Green infrastructure is considered part of the master planning process.  Questions were also asked about the railway crossing.
Back Lane is to be resurfaced; however, it is hampered by springs which break out in the road.  There is to be a meeting with WBC Highways about Jennets Hill.
A Highways Improvement Plan has been developed with increased investment doubling the amount to be spent on drainage and increasing the depth of potholes to 40mm before they are fixed.
Under Council devolution plans, WBC is proposing to join the Councils of the Vale of the White Horse and South Oxfordshire to form a new “Ridgeway” council.  It is unclear how this might fit into Mayoral areas.

Over the last year WBC has:
· Run community forums
· Increased the amount of waste being recycled
· Started the WBC Connect bus service
· Run six weekly climate forums
· Converted council run vehicles to run on vegetable oil
· Called Thames Water in to the scrutiny committee
Moving to three weekly black bin collections will happen by the end of the year.  This raises concern about flytipping of both commercial and domestic waste.
Cllr. Hanrahan thanked District Cllr. Read for following through on so many issues and particularly on the flooding on Back Lane.
It was questioned whether “Quiet Lanes” might be better than a 20mph speed limit because a speed limit implies to some that it is the speed that you have to travel.  District Cllr. Read will talk to Paul Hendry about this option.
There is known to be a clear water ingress into the sewer system.  Clear water runs even in drought conditions.  It is understood that Thames Water should be completing the lining of the storm sewage tank in the next week.

	6.
	Stanford Dingley Events Team.
In June 2024, Stanford Dingley joined the National Celebrations for the 80th anniversary of VE Day with a huge beacon on the 6th June and a Party in the Paddock style event on the 8th June.  The Party encouraged dress in 40s costume and involved a BB! And mobile bar.
Successful “Meet and Greet” evenings are being held on the last Friday of each month, alternating between the two pubs.
Other events organised through the year have included:
· Tallest Cabbage walking stick competition.
· Christmas Party at the Bull for 60, by candle light as there was a power cut.
· Christmas Village Walk
· Easter Village Walk
· Children’s Easter egg hunt.
Events planned for the remainder of the year include:
· Doggie first aid
· Life Support and defibrillator training.
· Village Archive Day
· Summer Village Walk.

	7.
	Village Field.
The fruit trees are showing signs of a lot of apples, but no pears.  Whilst they don’t currently need watering, it is likely that they will as the dryer and warmer weather comes.
Cllr. Logan will carry out work to cut out the dead wood.
A parishioner was thanked for cutting all the grass in the Village Field and also around the Village pump.

	7.
	Comments from the floor.

	7.1
	Garden House Wall.
Recently part of the wall opposite the Garden House has fallen into the road.  Concern was raised about the safety of the remainder of the wall.

	7.2
	Update from The Old Boot.
A new chief/manager has been appointed.  There will be bi-weekly Wednesday evening quizzes held in the teepee.
Concern was raised about the increase in drink driving and that there are no incentives for non-drinkers.  The situation is perceived to be worst around 5pm when more families and children are out on the village roads.  District Cllr. Read agreed to ask WBC licensing department to write to both The Old Boot and The Bull and remind them of about serving alcohol to people who will be driving.

	7.3
	Thank you to SDPC.
Members of the parish thanked SDPC for all they’ve achieved through the year.

	8.
	A big thank you was extended to all those who had joined the meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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